THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
to show him the path to safety because he was a construc-
tive genius, a creator of laws, he had also been able to
meet Alexander in Paris because for forty years he had
been a nonconformist. If his life had been that of a noble-
man of the eighteenth century, who knows where he would
have been on March 31, 1814?
But it was not alone sufficient to have found in Louis
XVIII the government which could lead France back into
the European order. Louies personal qualities had to be
adequate for his position. Fortunately, he turned out to
be a capable ruler. Like the other two, he was a tragic
individual. A man of superior ability, he had been con-
demned to prove his superiority by remaining quiet and
doing nothing for a quarter of a centijry while suffering
the most most cruel blows. He had kept quiet, he had
done nothing, he had waited all that time, never giving
way to despair and secretly nursing a great idea: that he
should resolve, by means of his authority as legitimate
king, the problem which the Revolution had been unable
to resolve, by granting the right of opposition to France.
A noble idea, but one which alone was not sufficient; the
courage to put it into practice was needed. And Louis had
that courage; he had it because he was a king of the Old
Regimel
Quantae molis erat In order to put an end to the wars
and revolutions loosed on Europe by the fall of the French
monarchy in 1789, it had taken a revolutionary Czar who
was a little crazy, brilliant, and courageous by turns, as
much in love with the theory of order as he was incapable
of making it or observing it. It had taken a great legislator
who had spent his life at variance with laws. And it had
taken a king of the Old Regime to dare and know how to
accomplish the task of the Revolution. Words fail us in
the tace of so many contradictions. What riddles, then, are
order and chaos, between which a wretched mankind is
continually being tornl And not only had those three
men been forced to prepare themselves for their great